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AFRICAN TAILS

saving our street dogs




   








          063-755-NPO


Dear Foster Parent

Thank you for volunteering to foster for an African Tails Rescue. Please read the entire document and  complete the details below and on last page. Please then fax all FOUR pages back to us at 086 580 6898 or email it to: Lola contact@africantails or Kelley dogsandcats@africantails.co.za.
	Your foster preference’s eg:
Age (young pup/kitten – adult cat/ dog),      Adult size (small – large) , How many?
	

	How long can you foster for?

	

	When can you start?

	

	Do have any fostering experience? 

If yes for which organisation/s?
	

	Human’s name:

	

	ID Number:
	

	Place of Employment:
	

	Home address:
	

	
	

	
	

	Tel (h)
	

	Tel (w)


	

	Tel (c)
	

	E-mail:
(2 contact email addresses required)
	

	
	

	Tel # of friend / relative:
	

	Do you or anyone in the household have pet allergies?
	

	How many hours per day will your foster pet be without human companionship?
	

	Is your property fully enclosed?
	

	Please describe enclosure (fencing / wall, height, etc)
	

	Do you currently own pets?
If yes, how many and what species?
Are they all sterilised?
	

	Do you have a swimming pool?

If “yes”, is it fenced or covered?
	

	Do have your own transport?
	

	Are you able to and prepared to take your foster to one of our designated vets?
	

	Are you able to and prepared to take your foster to our adoption days and have potential homes visit the foster in your home?
	


Upon Arrival
The puppy / dog will come to you having received its first vaccine and will have been de-wormed and de-flea’d – unless otherwise specified.  In some cases, the animal will have been sterilized, in which case you would need to keep an eye on the wound and report back to us any concerns or need for medical treatment. 

Please provide him / her / them with a safe, soft, warm and quiet place to recover from the stress of street / township life.

Please take a photograph of the animal and send it to contact@africantails.co.za ASAP so that we can load it on our website and send out newsletters in search of the perfect home. 
Please ensure you provide a good quality food (Science Diet, Vet’s Choice) appropriate for its age and size and in the event that you are unable to, African Tails will endeavour to provide the food for you upon your request.

Until the puppy has had its 2nd vaccine, it is not entirely immune to parvo virus or distemper – both potentially fatal diseases.  It is therefore inadvisable to expose it to areas where other dogs have visited.

Please ensure you keep the animal enclosed in your property and/or on a lead when taken for a walk. The animal must be kept safe from harm and treated as a member of the family with lots of TLC.   The animal has been rescued from an already traumatic existence and not only do we never ever want to have to rescue it again; it deserves to experience a loving family and home environment! 

Should you require veterinary assistance, please liaise with us so that we can refer you to the vets who offer us welfare rates, you will also require an order number from us:

Blouberg Vetclin – 021 557 8876

Hillside Veterinary Clinic, Wynberg – 021 762 2980

Adoption Procedure

We will screen all applicants and should we find them suitable, will refer them to you so that you can make arrangements for them to view the puppy / dog.  In such cases, we also appreciate your input and feedback on potential homes.  

We would then need to do a site visit prior to the animal leaving your care and may, in some cases, request your assistance in this regard. 
No animal is to leave your care without our confirmation that forms have been completed and payment received and please ensure that the animal’s vet card / booklet accompany them – whether to their new home or alternative foster home.
Ownership: 
Please remember; the animal remains the property of African Tails throughout foster care and when re-homed for the duration of its life. No animal may be transferred to another location or person without the express written permission of African Tails. Under the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 you as the Foster Parent are responsible for the well being of the animal whilst the animal is in your care (any person having the possession, charge, custody or control of that animal). 

Remember the animal’s right to the five freedoms: freedom from hunger & thirst, from physical discomfort and pain, from injury and disease, from fear and distress and conformity to essential behavioral patterns. 
Some Important Do’s and Don’ts:
	DO
	DON’T

	FEEDING

	Young puppies (4 months and younger), please feed small amounts 4 X per day.
	Young Puppies:  (4 months and younger)

Don’t feed large quantities of food at a time.  Smaller amounts throughout the day are best

	Older puppies – slightly larger amounts of 3 X per day (as per manufacturer’s instructions)
	Older puppies:  - don’t over-feed.  Puppies don’t know when they’ve had enough!

	Grown dogs – as per the amounts indicated on the food bag by the manufacturer – generally twice a day, unless the animal is emaciated, in which case, small amounts throughout the day are preferable
	Grown dogs – avoid chicken bones and especially pork bones.  

	UPSET TUMMY’S:

	· Please note consistency of stools (if bloody, or mucousy, please advise as we would then need to arrange treatment).  Worms are normal in the first few stools in response to the de-wormer administered.

· Feed on a diet of chicken and white rice until stomach improves

· Slowly re-introduce pellets to the chicken and rice recipe
	· Do NOT feed pronutro

· Do NOT give milk 

· Do NOT overfeed

· Do NOT change diet suddenly

	WATER:

	Always have fresh water available
	Be cautious of large containers of water (buckets, etc) that young puppies could topple into and drown.  

	HOUSE TRAINING

	Chances are your foster child may not be house-trained so please practice patience in helping them to realize outside is the place to do it.  Give lots of praise when they do their toilet (on newspaper or outside).
	Do not punish the animal for making wee’s and poo’s inside – rather praise and reward them when they do it in the right place.


Please be careful
· When opening and closing doors – make sure no heads or paws are in the way

· That you don’t accidentally step on and squash a little pup

· That they don’t get hold of small objects that they could choke on

· When providing toys that they do not have long strings attached that could result in strangulation

· To ensure that the animal does not escape from your property

· To ensure that the animal is supervised in the presence of young children and other animals

Please be on the alert for:
· Loss of appetite

· Lethargy

· Diarrhea / vomiting 

· Discharge from eyes / nose
· Pale gums
If any of these symptoms manifest – please notify us immediately.

Please immediately inform us: of any changes in your circumstances whilst fostering animals from African Tails i.e. going away on holiday, retrenchment or any other events likely to affect the animal. 

In Closing
We hope you find your fostering experience an enriching one and we thank you for your willingness to open up your heart and home to an animal in need.

Please sign and return acknowledgment of all of the above.

___________________________________________________________________________ NAME & SURNAME of Foster Parent


SIGNATURE



Date
___________________________________________________________________________

NAME & SURNAME of African Tails Volunteer
SIGNATURE


          Date

___________________________________________________________________________

NAME & SURNAME of African Tails Management
SIGNATURE



Date
[image: image1.png]Lola Cox (082 450 9804 or 021 448 8074) contact@africantails.co.za

Kelley Nieuwoudt (072 672 4416 or 021 851 0036) dogsandcats@africantails.co.za 

Fax (086 580 6898)
www.africantails.co.za
<http://www.facebook.com/pages/African-Tails/115677453449?ref=ts> 

